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CONTACT INFORMATION 



Hutchins Center for African and African American Research

Harvard University
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Cambridge, Massachusetts 02138
(617) 496-5468 (phone); (617) 495-9490 (fax); gates@harvard.edu (email)
EDUCATION
Yale University, New Haven, Connecticut, 1969-1973
 
B.A., summa cum laude, Scholar of the House in History, 1973
Clare College, The University of Cambridge, Cambridge, England, 1973-1979

M.A., English Language and Literature, 1979

Ph.D., English Language and Literature, 1979

EMPLOYMENT
Harvard University

Alphonse Fletcher University Professor (2006-present), W. E. B. Du Bois Professor of the Humanities (1991-2006), Professor of English and American Literature and Language (1991-present), Chair, Department of African and African American Studies (1991-2006), Director, W. E. B. Du Bois Institute for African and African American Research (1991-present), Director, Hutchins Center for African and African American Research (2013-present)

Duke University



John Spencer Bassett Professor of English and Literature, Duke University (1989-1991)

Cornell University


W. E. B. Du Bois Professor of Literature (1988-1990)


Professor of English, Comparative Literature, and Africana Studies (1985-1988)




Yale University


Associate Professor of English and Afro-American Studies (1984-1985)


Assistant Professor of English and Afro-American Studies (1979-1984)


Lecturer in English and Afro-American Studies, Director of Undergraduate 




Studies (1976-1979)

Co-founder of The Root.com

Chairman (20015-present)


Editor-in-Chief (2008-2015)
Co-founder and co-owner, AfricanDNA.com, 2008-present

Oxford African American Studies Center, Editor-in-Chief, 2006-present
PRIZES/AWARDS

Changing Minds, Building Lives Award—The Fortune Society, 2018.

Outstanding Contribution to Publishing Citation—for 100 Amazing Facts about the 

Negro—The Black Caucus of the American Library Association, Inc. 

(BCALA), 2018.

Lifelong Learning Award—WHYY Philadelphia, 2018.

Common Wealth Award of Distinguished Service—The Common Wealth Trust, 2018.
Creativity Laureate Prize—Benjamin Franklin Creativity Collaboration, a joint program 

of the Smithsonian Associates and the Creativity Foundation, 2018.

NAACP Image Award: Outstanding Literature: Fiction – “The Annotated African 


American Folktales,” edited with Maria Tatar, 2018.
Massachusetts Governor’s Award in the Humanities (2017)
“Power to Inspire” Award—National Center for Civil and Human Rights (2017)
Darwin T. Turner Distinguished Award for Outstanding Contributions to African 


American Literary Studies—African American Literature and Culture Society 


(2017)

Gold Winner, 2015 W3 Awards—for Oxford African American Study Center’s 


Interactive Web Timeline, “Underground Railroad: The Journey to Freedom” 


(2015)

Ellis Island Family Heritage Award, bestowed by the Statue of Liberty-Ellis Island 

Foundation, Inc. (2015)

PROSE Award Honorable Mention in Art History & Criticism—for The Image of the 

Black in Western Art, with David Bindman
Alfred I. duPont-Columbia University Award—for “The African Americans: Many 


Rivers to Cross” (2015)

Emmy Award for Outstanding Historical Program—Long Form for “The African 



Americans: Many Rivers to Cross” (2014) 

Peabody Award for “The African Americans: Many Rivers to Cross” (2014)

NAACP Image Award: Outstanding News/Information – (Series or Special), “The African Americans: Many Rivers to Cross with Henry Louis Gates, Jr.,” 2014.
Ebony Power 100 List, 2013
AARP 50 Influential People Over 50 List

Ebony Power 100 List, 2012

Public Interest Law Association, City University of New York, 2012

Walter Channing Cabot Fellow, Harvard University, 2011

2011 Media Bridge-Builder Award, Tanenbaum Center, 2011

Ebony Magazine, Power 100 List, 2010

Favorite Professor, Class of 2011, Harvard Yearbook Publications, Inc., 2010

American Vision Award, Children’s Book Press, 2010

2010 McDonald’s 365 Black Award, 2010

Lifetime Achievement Award in Genealogy and Genetics, New England Historical and 

Genealogical Society, 2010

NAACP Image Award: Literary Work, Non-Fiction, for In Search of Our Roots: How 19 

Extraordinary African Americans Reclaimed Their Past, 2010

Outstanding Contribution to Publishing, Black Caucus of the American Library 

Association Literary Award, for In Search of Our Roots: How 19 Extraordinary 

African Americans Reclaimed Their Past, 2010

World’s Best Work Award for “Looking for Lincoln,” New York Festivals International 

Television & Film Awards, 2010

25 Most Influential African Americans Outside the White House, Black Enterprise 

Magazine, 2010

Best National Outreach Campaign for “Looking for Lincoln,” National Educational 

Telecommunications Association (NETA), 2010

Distinguished West Virginian Award, The HistoryMakers, 2010
Ebony Magazine, “Power 150” List, 2009

2009 Empire State Archives and History Award and Class of Stewards of the Archives 

Partnership Trust, 2009

Morry Award, Project Morry, November 2009

History Makers Award, New York State Archives Partnership Trust, 2009

The Madison Freedom Award, 2009

Concerned Black Men Award of Merit, August 2009

The Leon H. Sullivan Honors Award, August 2009

CNN “Black in America 2” Hero Recognition, July 2009

2008 Ralph Lowell Award, Corporation for Public Broadcasting, Spring 2009

Parents’ Choice Awards, Gold Award in Television, for “African American Lives 2,” 

Spring 2009




Booklist, “Top of the List,” Best Reference Source for African American National 

Biography, 2009
Sarah Josepha Hale Award, Trustees of the Richards Free Library, Newport, NH, 
2009
Frank E. Taplin, Jr. Public Intellectual Award, Woodrow Wilson Foundation, 2009

The Gondobay Manga Foundation Sankofa Award, 2009

Harlem Educational Activities Fund (HEAF) Award, 2008

Gordon Parks Foundation Award (first recipient), 2007

Wired Rave Award, 2007

National Arts Club, Lifetime Achievement Award, 2007

“Let’s Do It Better” Workshop Award, Columbia University School of Journalism, for 

“African American Lives,” 2007

Cultures of Peace Award, City of the Cultures of Peace, Berlin, 2007

Certificate for Creative Excellence, for “African American Lives,” Episode 4, “Beyond the Middle Passage,” 2007

Jay B. Hubbell Award for Lifetime Achievement in American Literary Studies, MLA, 

2006

Cine Golden Eagle Award, for “African American Lives,” 2006

Bestermann/McColvin Award for Outstanding Work of Reference Published in the UK, 

Oxford African American Studies Center, 2006

PBS Channel Thirteen Annual Award, 2006

“Graduate of Distinction,” Education Alliance of West Virginia, 2006

The Tribune Society, Inc., New York, 2006

Ebony Magazine, “100 Most Influential Black Americans,” 2005

Carl Sandburg Literary Award, Chicago, 2004
William C. Nell Living Legend Award, Afro-American Museum, Boston, 2004 
Henry James Award, The Edith Wharton Society, 2004
Josiah Willard Gibbs Award, Amistad Foundation, 2002
Jefferson Lecturer in the Humanities, National Endowment for the Humanities, 2002 

“Healthy Lifestyle Award,” Roxbury Comprehensive, 2001
Teachers College Medal for Distinguished Service, Columbia University, 2000
“Wonders of the African World,” Nominated for NAACP Image Award for Outstanding 

Literary Work, Non-fiction, 2000 
Honorary Council Member, City of Baton Rouge, Parish of East Baton Rouge, for 


“Wonders of the African World,” 2000
Multiculturalism Award, Fairleigh Dickinson University, 1999
American Academy of Arts & Letters, 1999
National Humanities Medal, 1998

“Hero Among Us,” Boston Celtics, 1998
The PASS Award, 1997
Time Magazine, “25 Most Influential Americans,” 1997
National Magazine Award (Finalist 2 categories), 1997

Roger Joseph Prize, Hebrew Union College, 1997
New England Award for Editorial Excellence, 1997
Distinguished Editorial Achievement, Critical Inquiry, 1996

The Richard Ellman Lectures, Emory University, 1996
Tikkun National Ethics Award, 1996
1995 Humanities Award, West Virginia Humanities Council
Golden Plate Achievement Award, 1995
W.D. Weatherford Award, Berea College and the Appalachian Studies Association, 1995
West Virginian of the Year, 1995
Lillian Smith Book Award, Southern Regional Council and the University of Georgia 

Libraries, 1994
Chicago Tribune Heartland Award, 1994 
Norman Rabb Award, American Jewish Committee, 1994



Best New Journal in the Social Sciences, Association of American Publishers, 





Transition Magazine, 1993
George Polk Award for Social Commentary, 1993
African American Students Faculty Award, 1993
Golden Plate Achievement Award, 1993
Potomac State College Alumni Award, 1991
American Book Award, 1989
Anisfield-Wolf Book Award for Race Relations, 1989
Candle Award, Morehouse College, 1989
John Hope Franklin Prize (Honorable Mention), American Studies Association, 1988
Zora Neale Hurston Society Award for Cultural Scholarship, 1986
Yale Afro-American Cultural Center Faculty Prize, 1983

MacArthur Fellowship, 1981-1986
For Encarta Africana
Outstanding Contribution to Publishing, Black Caucus Of the American Library 
Association, 2000 

Notable Computer Software for Children - American Library Association for Encarta 
Africana, 2000

The 2000 Book Report & Library Talk - “Gold Master Award”
ComputED’s BESSIE (Best Educational Software) Award - High School/Secondary, 
Social Studies, 1999-2000
Communication Arts 1999 Interactive Design Annual Award of Excellence

1999 Bologna New Media Prize

National Parenting Center Seal of Approval
PC Magazine’s Top 100

Family PC’s Top Rated Products

Oppenheim Toy Portfolio Platinum Computer Awards

Media & Methods Awards Portfolio

Children’s Software Revue Bologna New Media Award – Geography Category
Technology & Learning Top Software Award

The Parents’ Choice Awards - Gold Award
Imnovi IT, Influencers and Innovators of the Internet and Technology
HONORARY DEGREES
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, 2015

University of Cape Town, 2014

University of the Virgin Islands, 2014

University of the South, Sewanee, 2013

Cleveland State University, 2010

Morehouse College, 2009

Houston Community College, 2009

University of Caen, France, 2007
Howard University, 2007

University of Vermont-Montpelier, 2007

Berea College, 2007

Marymount Manhattan College, 2006

Washington University, St. Louis, Missouri, 2006

University of Pennsylvania, 2006

Willamette University, 2004
University of Alabama, 2002
Rhode Island School of Design, 2002
University of Illinois, Chicago, 2002

University of Benin, 2001

Colgate University, 2001

Community College of Philadelphia, 2000
University of Toronto, 2000

City College of San Francisco, 2000
University of St. Thomas, Minnesota, 1999
Hamilton College, 1999

Potomac State, 1999
Fairleigh Dickinson, 1999
Toronto University, 1998
Pace University, 1998
Long Island University, 1997
North Central College, 1997
Lawrence University, 1997
University of Palacky, Czech Republic, 1996
Nazareth College, Rochester, New York, 1996
Haverford College, 1996 
School of the Visual Arts, New York City, 1996
Emory University, 1995
Colby College, 1995
Bethany College, 1995
Purchase College, 1995
New York University, 1995
Bates College, 1995

Bard College, 1995
Macalester College, 1994

George Washington University, 1993
University of Massachusetts-Boston, 1993
Williams College, 1993
Bryant College, Rhode Island, 1992
Harvard University, 1991
University of Bridgeport, 1991 (declined)
University of New Hampshire, 1991
University of West Virginia, 1990
University of Rochester, 1990
Pratt Institute, 1990
Dartmouth College, 1989
BOOKS

100 Amazing Facts about the Negro. Pantheon, 2017.
Finding Your Roots, Season 2: The Official Companion to the PBS Series. University of 


North Carolina Press, 2016.
And Still I Rise: Black America Since MLK. With Kevin M. Burke. Ecco/HarperCollins, 


2015.
Finding Your Roots, Season 1: The Official Companion to the PBS Series. University of 

North Carolina Press, 2014.
The Signifying Monkey: A Theory of African American Literary Criticism. 25th 


Anniversary Edition. Oxford University Press, 2014.

Os Negros Na América Latina. Latin American Edition of Black in Latin America. 

Companhia das Letras, 2014.
The African Americans: Many Rivers to Cross. With Donald Yacovone. Smiley Books, 

2013.

En Busca De Nuestras Raíces: De Cómo 19 Extraordinarios Afroamericanos Rescataron 


Su Pasado. Latin American Edition of In Search of Our Roots: How 19
Extraordinary African Americans Reclaimed Their Past. Ciencias 

Sociales, 2013.
The Henry Louis Gates, Jr. Reader. Ed. Abby Wolf. Basic Civitas Books, 2012.
Life Upon These Shores: Looking at African American History, 1513-2008. Random 

House, 2011. 
Black in Latin America. New York University Press, 2011.

Chinese Edition of Colored People: A Memoir. Peking University Press, 2010.
Chinese Edition of Signifying Monkey: A Theory of African American Literary Criticism. 


Peking University Press, 2010.
Faces of America: How 12 Extraordinary Americans Reclaimed Their Pasts. New York 

University Press, 2010.

Tradition and the Black Atlantic: Critical Theory in the African Diaspora. Basic Civitas 

Books, 2010.
In Search of Our Roots. Crown Publishing, 2009.

Finding Oprah’s Roots, Finding Your Own. Crown Publishing, 2007.

America Behind the Color Line: Dialogues with African Americans. Warner Books, 

2004.

The Trials of Phillis Wheatley: America’s First Poet and Her Encounters with the 

Founding Fathers. Basic Civitas Books, 2003.
Little Known Black History Facts. McDonald’s Corporation, 2000.
The African-American Century. With Cornel West. The Free Press, 2000.
Wonders of the African World. Knopf, 1999.

Gente de Color. Latin American Edition of Colored People: A Memoir. Arte y Literatura, 


[Year?].
Farbige Zeiten: Eine Jugend in Amerika. German Edition of Colored People: A Memoir. 


Diogenes Verlag AG, 1997.

Thirteen Ways of Looking at a Black Man. Random House, 1997.
The Future of The Race. With Cornel West. Knopf, 1996.
Colored People: A Memoir. Knopf, 1994.

Loose Canons: Notes on the Culture Wars. Oxford University Press, 1992.

The Signifying Monkey: A Theory of Afro-American Literary Criticism. Oxford 

University Press, 1988.
Figures in Black: Words, Signs, and the Racial Self. Oxford University Press, 1987.

The History and Theory of Afro-American Literary Criticism, 1773-1831: The Arts,


Aesthetic Theory, and the Nature of the African. Doctoral Thesis, Claire College, 


Cambridge University, 1978.

FILMS
“Reconstruction: America after the Civil War,” writer, host, and executive producer. 

Four-hour series, PBS, April 9 – April 16, 2019.

“Finding Your Roots,” writer, narrator, and executive producer. Television series, PBS.


Season 5 (ten, one-hour episodes): Beginning January 8, 2019.
“Finding Your Roots,” writer, narrator, and executive producer. Television series, PBS.


Season 4 (ten, one-hour episodes): October 3 – December 19, 2017.
“Africa’s Great Civilizations,” writer, narrator, and executive producer. Six-hour series, 
PBS, February 27-March 1, 2017.
“Birth of a Movement,” executive producer. PBS, February 6, 2017. Emmy nomination.
“Black America Since MLK: And Still I Rise,” writer, narrator, and executive producer. 

Four-hour series, PBS, November 15 – November 22, 2016. Emmy nomination.
 “Finding Your Roots,” writer, narrator, and executive producer. Television series, PBS.


Season 3 (ten, one-hour episodes): January 5 – March 8, 2016.

“Finding Your Roots,” writer, narrator, and executive producer. Television series, PBS.


Season 2 (ten, one-hour episodes): September 23 – November 25, 2014.

“Many Rivers to Cross: The African Americans,” writer, narrator, and executive 
producer.  Six-hour series, PBS, October 22 - November 26, 2013.

“Finding Your Roots,” writer, narrator, and executive producer. Television series, PBS.


Season 1 (ten, one-hour episodes): March 25 - May 20, 2012.

“Black in Latin America,” writer, narrator, and executive producer. Four-hour series, 

PBS, April 19 - May 10, 2011.

“Faces of America,” writer, narrator, and executive producer. Four-hour series, PBS, 
February 10 - March 3, 2010.

“Looking for Lincoln,” writer, narrator, and executive producer. Two-hour program, 
PBS, February 11, 2009. 

“African American Lives 2,” writer, narrator, and executive producer. Four-hour series, 
PBS, February 6 and 13, 2008.

“Oprah’s Roots: An African American Lives Special,” writer, narrator, and executive 

producer. One-hour program, PBS, January 24, 2007.

“African American Lives,” writer, narrator and executive producer. Four-hour series, 

PBS, February 1 and 8, 2006. 

“America Beyond the Color Line,” writer and narrator. Four-hour series, BBC2/PBS, 


February 2 and 4, 2004.

“Wonders of the African World,” writer and narrator. Six part-series, PBS, October 25 –


27, 1999 (shown as “Into Africa” on BBC-2 in the United Kingdom and South 

Africa, Summer, 1999).
“Leaving Cleaver: Henry Louis Gates, Jr. Remembers Eldridge Cleaver,” writer, narrator, 

and correspondent. WGBH, 1999.
“The Two Nations of Black America,” writer, narrator and producer. On Frontline, 

WGBH-TV, February 11, 1998.
“From Great Zimbabwe to Kilimatinde,” writer and narrator. In “Great Rail Journeys,” 

BBC/PBS, 1996.

“12 Years a Slave,” historical consultant. Feature film directed by Steve McQueen, Fox 

Searchlight Pictures, 2013.
EDITED BOOKS
Albert Murray: Collected Novels & Poems, edited with Paul Devlin (Library of 


America, 2018).
The Annotated African American Folktales, edited with Maria Tatar (Liveright, 2017).
The Portable Nineteenth-Century African American Women Writers, edited with Hollis 


Robins (Penguin Classics, 2017).
Solomon Northup, Twelve Years a Slave: Norton Critical Edition, edited with 

Kevin M. Burke (W.W. Norton, 2017).
Albert Murray: Collected Essays & Memoirs, edited with Paul Devlin (Library of 


America, 2016).
The Portable Frederick Douglass, edited with John Stauffer (Penguin Classics, 2016).
Dictionary of Caribbean and Afro-Latin American Biography, with Franklin W. Knight 


(Oxford University Press, 2016).
The Image of the Black in Western Art, Volume V: The 20th Century Part 2: The Rise of 


Black Artists; edited with David Bindman (Belknap Press of Harvard University 


Press, 2014).
The Image of the Black in Western Art, Volume V: The 20th Century Part 1: The Impact 


of Africa; edited with David Bindman (Belknap Press of Harvard University 


Press, 2014).

Ida B. Wells, The Light of Truth: Writings of an Anti-Lynching Crusader, with Mia Bay 


(Penguin Classics, 2014).
African American National Biography, Second Edition; twelve volumes; editor-in-chief 


with Evelyn Brooks Higginbotham (Oxford University Press, 2013).
Dictionary of African Biography, with Emmanuel K. Akyeampong (Oxford University 


Press, 2012).

Solomon Northup, Twelve Years a Slave, introduction by Ira Berlin; general editor 

(Penguin Classics, 2012).

The Classic Slave Narratives, Reissue Edition (Signet Classics, 2012).
The Oxford Handbook of African American Citizenship, 1865-Present, with Claude 

Steele, Lawrence D. Bobo, Michael Dawson, Gerald Jaynes, Lisa Crooms-

Robinson, Linda Darling-Hammond (Oxford University Press, 2012). 

Harriet Wilson, Our Nig; or Sketches from the Life of a Free Black, In a Two Story 


White House, North.  Showing that Slavery’s Shadows Fall Even There; 

Expanded Edition; with a new introduction and notes with Richard J. Ellis 


(Vintage Books, 2011).
Jean Toomer, Cane: Authoritative Text, Contexts, Criticism, Second Edition, with 


Rudolph B. Byrd (W.W. Norton, 2011).
Call and Response: Key Debates in African American Studies, with Jennifer Burton 


(W.W. Norton, 2010).
Encyclopedia of Africa: Two-Volume Set, with Kwame Anthony Appiah 

(Oxford University Press, 2010).

Frances Ellen Watkins Harper, LinkIola Leroy, or, Shadows uplifted, introduction by 


Hollis Robbins; general editor (Penguin Books, 2010).

The Image of the Black in Western Art; four volumes; general editor with David 

Bindman; Karen Dalton, associate editor (Belknap Press of Harvard University 


Press, in collaboration with the W.E.B. Du Bois Institute for African and African 

American Research, 2010).
Lincoln on Race and Slavery, with Donald Yacovone (Princeton University Press, 2009).

Zora Neale Hurston, Moses, Man of the Mountain, with a foreword by Deborah 


McDowel; series editor (Harper Perennial, 2009).
Zora Neale Hurston, Tell My horse: Voodoo and Life in Haiti and Jamaica, with a new 

foreword by Ishmael Reed; series editor (Harper Perennial, 2009).
African American National Biography; eight volumes; editor-in-chief with Evelyn 

Brooks Higginbotham (Oxford University Press, 2008).

James Weldon Johnson, God’s Trombones: Seven Negro Sermons in Verse, with a 


foreword by Maya Angelou; general editor (Penguin Books, 2008).

Zora Neale Hurston, The Complete Stories, First Harper Perennial Modern Classics 


Edition, introduction with Sieglinde Lemke (Harper Perennial, 2008).

Zora Neale Hurston, Jonah’s Gourd Vine, First Harper Perennial Modern Classics, 


with a foreword by Rita Dove and an afterword by Henry Louis Gates, Jr. (Harper 


Perennial, 2008).

The New Negro: Readings on Race, Representation, and African American Culture, 

1892-1938, with Gene Andrew Jarrett (Princeton University Press, 2007).

The Oxford W.E.B. Du Bois (Oxford University Press, 2007).
Hannah Crafts, Autobiographie d’une esclave. Trans. Isabelle Maillet (Paris: Editions 

Payot, 2006).

Harriet Beecher Stowe, The Annotated Uncle Tom’s Cabin, with Hollis Robbins; photos 


selected by Karen Dalton and Noam Biale. (W. W. Norton, 2006).

Africana: The Encyclopedia of the African and African American Experience, Second 


Edition; with Kwame Anthony Appiah (Oxford University Press, 2005).

African American Lives, with Evelyn Brooks Higginbotham (Oxford University Press, 

2004).

In Search of Hannah Crafts, with Hollis Robbins (Basic Civitas, 2004).

The Norton Anthology of African American Literature, with Nellie McKay 


(W.W. Norton, 2004).

W.E.B. Du Bois, The Souls of Black Folk, Centenary Edition (W.W. Norton,  2003).

Harriet Wilson, Our Nig; or Sketches from the Life of a Free Black, In a Two Story White 

House, North.  Showing that Slavery’s Shadows Fall Even There; with a new 

introduction, preface and notes (Vintage Books, 2002).
The Bondwoman’s Narrative Educational Companion (XanEdu, 2002).

The Schomburg Library of Nineteenth Century Black Women’s Writings; forty volumes 

(Oxford University Press, 2002).
Harriet Wilson, Our Nig, Second Edition (Vintage Books, 2002).
Hannah Crafts, The Bondwoman’s Narrative (Warner Books, 2002).

Microsoft Encarta Africana, Electronic Resource, with Kwame Anthony Appiah 


(Microsoft Corp., 2000).

Africana: An Encyclopedia of the African and African American Experience (Perseus, 

1999).

Black Imagination and the Middle Passage, with Maria Diedrich and Carl Pedersen 


(Oxford University Press, 1999).

W.E.B. Du Bois, The Souls of Black Folk: Authoritative Text, Contexts, Criticism, with 


Terri Hume Oliver (W.W. Norton, 1999).
The Civitas Anthology of American Slave Narratives from the Enlightenment, 1772-1815, 


with William L. Andrews (Civitas, 1998).

Pioneers of the Black Atlantic: Five Slave Narratives from the Enlightenment, 1772-

1815, with William L. Andrews (Civitas Books, 1998).
Josephine Baker and La Revue Négre: Paul Colin’s Lithographs of Le Tumulte Noir in 

Paris, 1927; with Karen Dalton (H.N. Abrams, 1998).
The Dictionary of Global Culture, with Kwame Anthony Appiah; Michael Colin 


Vazquez, associate editor (Knopf, 1997).
Frederick Douglass, Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave; 


written by himself, 150th Anniversary Edition (Laurel Books, 1997).

The Norton Anthology of African American Literature, with Nellie McKay 


(W.W. Norton, 1996).

African-American Women Writers, 1910-1940; ten volumes (Macmillan, 1996).
Identities, with Kwame Anthony Appiah (University of Chicago Press, 1996).
The Complete Stories of Zora Neale Hurston (Harper Collins, 1995).

Langston Hughes: Critical Perspectives Past and Present, with Kwame Anthony Appiah 

(Amistad Press, 1993).
Alice Walker:
Critical Perspectives Past and Present, with Kwame Anthony Appiah

(Amistad Press, 1993).
Gloria Naylor: Critical Perspectives Past and Present, with Kwame Anthony Appiah

(Amistad Press, 1993).
Toni Morrison: Critical Perspectives Past and Present, with Kwame Anthony Appiah 

(Amistad Press, 1993).
Zora Neale Hurston: Critical and Perspectives Past and Present, with Kwame Anthony 

Appiah (Amistad Press, 1993).
Richard Wright: Critical Perspectives Past and Present, with and Kwame Anthony 

Appiah (Amistad, 1993).
Frederick Douglass: Autobiographies, edited and annotated (Library of America, 1994).
Voices of Triumph: Creative Fire (Time-Life Books, 1994).
Voices of Triumph: Perseverance (Time Life Books, 1993).
Voices of Triumph: Leadership (Time-Life Books, 1993).

Bearing Witness: Selections from African-American Autobiography in the Twentieth 


Century (Pantheon Books, 1991).

Black Biography, 1790-1950: A Cumulative Index, with Randall Burkett and Nancy Hall 


Burkett (Chadwyck-Healey, 1991).

Langston Hughes and Zora Neale Hurston, Mulebone: A Comedy of Negro Life, with 


George Bass (Harper Collins, 1991).
The Schomburg Library of Nineteenth-Century Black Women Writers; ten-volume 


supplement (Oxford University Press, 1991).
Reading Black, Reading Feminist: A Critical Anthology (Meridian Book, 1990).
Zora Neale Hurston, Voodoo Gods of Haiti, introduction by Ishmael Reed (Harper and 

Row, 1990).

Zora Neale Hurston, Mules and Men, introduction by Arnold Rampersad (Harper and 

Row, 1990).
Zora Neale Hurston, Tell My Horse, introduction by Ishmael Reed (Harper

and Row, 1990).
Zora Neale Hurston, Jonah’s Gourd Vine, introduction by Rita Dove (Harper and Row, 

1990).
Zora Neale Hurston, Their Eyes Were Watching God, introduction by Mary Helen 

Washington (Harper and Row, 1990).
Three Classic African American Novels (Vintage Books, 1990).

James Weldon Johnson, The Autobiography of an Ex-Coloured Man (Vintage, 1989).

The Oxford-Schomburg Library of Nineteenth-Century Black Women Writers; thirty 


volumes; series editor (Oxford University Press, 1988).

In the House of Osugbo: Critical Essays on Wole Soyinka (Oxford University Press, 

1988).
The Classic Slave Narratives (New American Library, 1987).
Wole Soyinka: A Bibliography, with J. Gibbs and K. Katrak (Greenwood Press, 1986).
W.E.B. Du Bois, The Souls of Black Folk (Bantam Books, 1989).
“Race,” Writing, and Difference (University of Chicago, 1986).
The Slave’s Narrative: Texts and Contexts, with Charles T. Davis (Oxford University 

Press, 1985).
Black Literature and Literary Theory (Methuen, 1984).
Harriet Wilson, Our Nig; or Sketches from the Life of a Free Black, In a Two Story White 

House, North.  Showing that Slavery’s Shadows Fall Even There. (Vintage Books, 

1983).
Black is the Color of the Cosmos: Charles T. Davis’s Essays on Black Literature and 

Culture, 1942-1981 (Garland Press, 1982).
EDITED SPECIAL NUMBERS OF JOURNALS
“Identities,” Critical Inquiry, with Kwame Anthony Appiah (Summer, 1992).

“African and African-American Literature,” PMLA (January, 1990).

“On Wole Soyinka” (Part I), Black American Literature Forum (Fall 1988).
“On Wole Soyinka” (Part II) Black American Literature Forum (Winter 1988).
“‘Race,’ Writing, and Difference,” Critical Inquiry (Fall 1985, Fall 1986).
“Black Textual Strategies: Practice,” Black American Literature Forum (Spring 1982).
“Black Textual Strategies: Theory,” Black American Literature Forum (Winter 1981).
ESSAYS/ARTICLES/INTRODUCTIONS
“We can’t allow forces of reaction to turn back the clock on race relations.” Boston 


Globe, October 19, 2017.
“A Moral Mandate.” JFK: A Vision for America. Ed. Stephen Kennedy Smith and 


Douglas Brinkley. HarperCollins, 2017.
“Five Myths about Frederick Douglass,” with John Stauffer. Washington Post. February 


10, 2017.
“The History the Slaveholders Wanted Us to Forget.” New York Times. February 4, 2017. 
“Restoring Black History.” New York Times. September 23, 2016.
“Frederick Douglass’s Camera Obscura.” Aperture, issue 223 (Summer 2016), pp. 

26-29.
“Muhammad Ali, the Political Poet.” New York Times. June 9, 2016.
“Foreword.” From Slave to Statesman: The Life of Educator, Editor, and Civil Rights 


Activist Willis M. Carter of Virginia. Deborah Harding and Robert Heinrich. 


Louisiana State University Press, 2016.
“Black America and the Class Divide.” New York Times. February 1, 2016.
“Joining Your Family’s Native American Tribe.” With Lisa Arnold. Huffington 

Post, January 5, 2016.
“Epilogue.” Picturing Frederick Douglass: An Illustrated Biography of the Nineteenth 


Century’s Most Photographed American. John Stauffer, Zoe Trodd, and 


Celeste-Marie Bernier. Liveright Publishing Corp./W.W. Norton & Co., 2015.
“Foreword.” Our Gang: A Racial History of the Little Rascals. Julia Lee. University of 

Minnesota Press, 2015.
“Foreword.” Understanding Jim Crow: Using Racist Memorabilia to Teach Tolerance 


and Promote Social Justice. David Pilgrim. PM Press, 2015. 
“Is This the End of the Second Reconstruction?” The Root, October 2, 2015.
“Frederick Douglass’s Camera Obscura: Representing the Antislave ‘Clothed and in 


Their Own Form.’” Critical Inquiry, Vol. 42, No. 1 (Autumn 2015), pp. 31-60.
“Henry Louis Gates: If Clementa Pinckney Had Lived.” New York Times. June 18, 2015.
“Sweet Bird of Youth.” Basquiat: The Unknown Notebooks. Ed. Dieter Buchhart and 


Tricia Laughlin Boom. Brooklyn Museum and Skira Rizzoli, 2015.
Huffington Post Genealogy Column with Ancestry.com. Ongoing series.
“Tracing Your Roots.” The Root. Ongoing series.
“100 Amazing Facts About the Negro.” The Root. 100-column series: October 15, 
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Johnson Foundation, 2015
ETS/Du Bois Institute Study, “Voices of Diversity”
Harvard Guide to African American History
Working Group Black Jewish Relations
Image of the Black in Western Art

Black Periodical Fiction Project, NEH, 1982-1984, 1986-88, 1988-1990, 1990-1992, 

1992-; Ford Foundation, 1984-1986; Rockefeller Foundation, 1990
Menil Foundation Grant, Image of the Black Project, 1981-1983
PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS



Council on Foreign Relations
American Antiquarian Society
Union of Writers of the African Peoples
Association for Documentary Editing
African Roundtable
African Literature Association
Afro-American Academy
American Studies Association
Association for the Study of Afro-American Life and History (Life)
Caribbean Studies Association
College Language Association (Life)
Modern Language Association
The Stone Trust
Zora Neale Hurston Society
Cambridge Scientific Club
American Civil Liberties Union National Advisory Council
TransAfrica Forum Scholars Council
German American Studies Association
National Coalition Against Censorship
Saturday Club

New England Historic Genealogical Society
American Philosophical Society
Natural Trust for Historic Preservation


EDITORIAL, ADVISORY, AND SERVICE POSITIONS
Goodwill Ambassador for the Rights of People of African Descent in the Americas, 


Organization of American States




Editor-in-Chief, The Root.com


Edito

            Editor-in-Chief, Oxford African American Studies Center




Co-Editor, Transition Magazine






Charter Advisor, Archives.com

Chart


Editor, Black Periodical Literature Project
Series Editor, The Zora Neale Hurston Library (Harper Collins)
Advisory Editor, Perspectives on the Black World series (G. K. Hall)
Advisory Editor, Contributions to African and Afro-American Studies series (Greenwood 

Press)
Advisory Editor, Critical Studies in Black Life and Culture series (Garland Press)
Advisory Editor, Middle-Atlantic Writers Association Review
Advisory Editor, A Dictionary of Cultural and Critical Theory
Associate Editor, Journal of American Folklore
General Editor, The Norton Anthology of Afro-American Literature
Board of Editors, Critical Inquiry
Board of Editors, The American Quarterly (retired)
Board of Editors, Studies in American Fiction
Board of Editors, Black American Literature Forum
Board of Editors, PMLA
Board of Editors, A/B
Board of Editors, Cultural Critique
Board of Editors, ANQ
Board of Editors, Zora Neale Hurston Forum
Board of Editors, UMI Research Press Series, “Challenging the Literary Canon”
Board of Editors, GRIO’
Board of Editors, Yale Journal of Law & Liberation
Board of Editors, Research in African Literatures
Board of Editors, Stanford Humanities Review
Board of Editors, Oklahoma Project for Discourse and Theory
Board of Editors, American Literature
Board of Editors, Contention

Board of Editors, Prometheus
Consulting Editorial Board, Journal of Urban and Cultural Studies
Book Review Editor, Black American Literature Forum
Advisory Board, Genetics Advisory Council at Harvard Medical School

Advisory Board, Black Writers: A Selection of Sketches from Contemporary Authors
Advisory Board, Modern Language Quarterly
Advisory Board, LIT: Literature in Transition
Advisory Board, Writers Nights, Lincoln Center
Advisory Board, New Museum of Contemporary Arts
Advisory Board, African Labour History
Advisory Board, Center for the Study of Black Literature and Culture
Advisory Board, Proceedings of the American Antiquarian Society
Advisory Board, Diacritics
Advisory Board, The Everyman Library
International Honorary Advisory Board, University of Colorado at Boulder
National Advisory Board of the Media Alternatives
Advisory Board, Blackboard Entertainment
Advisory Board, The Strand
Advisory Board, Rivista internazionale di studi nordamericani


Editorial Board, Journal of Narrative and Life History
Editorial Board, Ethnic and Racial Studies
External Advisory Board, Institute of African American Research (IAAR), University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill

Advisory Board, Passages
Fred M. Hechinger Institute on Media and Education

BOARDS OF DIRECTORS
FUSION TV Creative Board (Chair, 2017-)

Board of Directors, The Statue of Liberty-Ellis Island Foundation
Board of Trustees, American Repertory Theater (A.R.T.)

Board of Directors, New York Public Library

Board of Directors, NAACP Legal Defense Fund


Board of Directors, Aspen Institute



Board of Directors, Jazz at Lincoln Center
Board of Directors, Whitney Museum of American Art

Board of Directors, Library of America

Board of Directors, Brookings Institute
Board of Directors, Lincoln Center Theater Project

Board of Directors, College Track


Board of Trustees, The Studio Museum in Harlem

Board of Directors, The New York Genealogical and Biographical Society
National Trust for the Humanities
Fletcher Foundation Advisory Board
Director, Educational Netcasting Foundation
Managing Director, Africana.com
Board of Trustees, Judge Baker Children’s Center
Board of Directors, Afropaedia LLC

Board of Directors, Denham Management Ltd.
Board of Directors, Pulitzer Prize Board (1997-2007); Chairman of the Board (2006-

2007)
Board of Directors, Perseus Book Group
Board of Trustees, Bates College

Board of Trustees, Lawrence University
Board of Directors, Concord Academy
Board of Directors, European Institute for Literary and Cultural Studies
     

Board of Directors, Museum of Afro-American History, African Meeting House


Consultant, The James Weldon Johnson Papers 












Project



Board of Directors, African-American Newspapers and Periodicals: A National Bibliography and Union List



Board of Directors, Phillips Brooks House Association
Advisory Board, Eyes on the Prize

Advisory Board, National Coalition Against Censorship
Board of Directors, Rabbi Tanenbaum Foundation
Executive Board, PEN American Center 


Board of Trustees, Core Knowledge Foundation
Board of Trustees, Djerassi Resident Artists Program






Board of Directors, The Amistad Research Center
Honorary Director, Harlem Educational Activities Fund, Inc.
Advisory Board, The National Duke Ellington Awards

Advisory Board, Montgomery College Humanities Institute

Board of Directors, National Constitution Center

Board of Directors, Learning Policy Institute

COMMITTEES

Council of Overseers, Massachusetts Historical Society

International Advisory Committee, 2010 World Black Arts Festival, Dakar, Senegal

Advisory Board, The Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History
Anisfield-Wolf Book Award
UCLA, Visiting Committee
Potomac State College, Board of Advisors
Pulitzer Prize Committee
National Advisor Council, American Civil Liberties Union
Advisory Board, of the Frederick D. Patterson Research Institute
The National Commission on Civic Renewal
Fred M. Hechinger Institute on Media and Education
Advisory Board, National Endowment for Democracy
The College Board’s National Task Force on Minority High Achievement
Advisory Board, Prometheus

Advisory Board, Facing History and Ourselves
National Endowment for Democracy
Nieman Foundation Advisory Committee
Humanities Quad Planning Committee
Search Committees of Departments of History and English, Kennedy School of 

Government, Harvard University
Co-Founder, Oak Bluffs Institute
American Repertory Theatre, Board of Directors
Advisory Committee, Native American Program
Advisory Committee, Literary and Cultural Studies
Lincoln Center Theatre, Board of Directors
Whitney Museum, Board of Directors
Museum of Fine Arts, Board of Directors

Cultural Diversity Committee
Lexington, MA Public Schools
Humanities Center Committee
Amistad Membership Committee 
Commission on Preservation and Access
American Studies Association, Nominating Committee
Schomburg Commission for the Preservation of Black Culture 
Chairman, Harvard University Overseers’ Committee to Visit the Department of Afro-

American Studies
Selection Committee, Ritz Paris Hemingway Prize
Visiting Committee, Afro-American Studies, Amherst College 



Selection Committee, Anisfield-Wolf Book Award  
Advisory Committee, PBS Adult Learning Series Advisory Committee

McCarter Theatre Center for the Performing Arts



Advisory Committee, Black Community Crusade for Children
Advisory Board, MLQ: A Journal of Literary History
Advisory Committee, The Humanities Circle
Advisory Committee, Human Rights Program, Harvard Law School

Center for the Humanities Committee
Scholars Council, TransAfrica Forum
Executive Committee, Cambridge Theatre Company
Nominating Committees for Senior Search
Committee on Instruction
MacArthur Foundation National Conversation 
Scholar’s Committee
American Civil Liberties Union, Medal of Selection Committee
Selection Committee, Andrew W. Mellon Fellowship in Humanities Studies
Steering Committee, Action Council in the Balkans
Judge, The 1994 PEN/Spielvogel Prize

Nominator, Capote Literary Criticism Prize
Advisory Board, Consortium for Academic Partnership
Advisory Board, Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaun Foundation, Inc.
Advisory Board, Toni Morrison Society


Honorary Committee, The House That Peace Built

Advisory Board, Hechinger Institute, Columbia University

United States Postal Service’s Citizens’ Stamp Advisory Committee (2005-2017)

BIOGRAPHICAL LISTINGS    
African American National Biography

Who’s Who in America
Who’s Who in the World
Who’s Who in Black America
Who’s Who in The East
Who’s Who in Technology and Research
Dictionary of Literary Biography (Modern American Literary Critics), Vol. 67
Black Writers
Contemporary Authors

The Historymakers
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